
Introduction 

The following dissertation is to present and analyse opinions and attitudes of Queen 

Victoria concerning religion. Moreover, the influence of the Queen on religiousness of the 

Victorian society and the religion itself will be considered. In order to conduct this scrutiny, it 

is inevitable to introduce the epoch in which Queen Victoria reigned, later even named in her 

honour. 

The Victorian era is still of great relevance for today’s communities because its vices, 

weaknesses and drawbacks are, regrettably, continuously present, even though to different 

extent, in contemporary societies. In order to understand the specific nature of the opinions of 

the English people in the nineteenth century, it is inevitable to familiarize with the leading 

philosophical thoughts dominating the epoch. It is also vital to become acquainted with the 

general characteristic traits of social, political and economic alterations which influenced the 

Victorian way of living and discerning certain crucial issues.  

Historically, the Victorian epoch commenced approximately in 1837, the year that 

indicates the inauguration of the reign of Queen Victoria. This historic era lasted up until the 

death of the Queen which happened in the year 1901. That period of English history was a 

tumultuous time filled with anxiety concerning transformations and innovations which took 

place in the world and which were, for example, the development of industry, the urban 

sprawl, the dawn of capitalism and new moral and religious codes being introduced, more or 

less effectively, into everyday life.  

The Victorian epoch is highly significant in the whole of British history in many ways. 

One of  the most vital changes that took place in that time was the revision of attitude towards 

religion as such. ‘The most important thing to remember about religion in Victorian England 



is that there was an awful lot of it. The nineteenth century was marked by a revival of 

religious activity unmatched since the days of the Puritans. This religious revival shaped that 

code of moral behavior, or rather that infusion of all behavior with morals, which we still call, 

rightly or wrongly, "Victorianism."’ (Altholz, 1976, pg.1) Above all, religion occupied an 

important place in the social and personal life of the Englishmen, it had importance more 

significant than it had had ever before and than it would have ever in the centuries to come.  

 


